Ecumenical Disability Advocates Network (EDAN)

1. Introduction

Ecumenical Disability Advocates Network (EDAN) was established in 1998 out of the interest and commitment of disability advisors to the 8th Assembly of the WCC held in Harare. Its establishment and development was endorsed by the WCC Central Committee to be an effective decentralized conduit for advancing the concerns of disabled people. It was adopted as a Programme of the World Council of Churches within the Justice Peace and Creation Team work in 1999. 

EDAN is managed as a decentralized operation from Nairobi Kenya under the auspices of the National Council of Churches of Kenya. The work is headed by a Consultant who is answerable to the Executive Secretary to the Justice Peace and Creation Team in Geneva. The Consultant has an international Reference Group that assists in policy direction and envisioning of the work. In terms of Regional operations, the Consultant is assisted by a team of volunteer Regional Coordinators representing the eight Regions of WCC. These include Latin America, The Caribbean, North America, Europe, Middle East, Africa, Asia and the Pacific.  

Each of the Coordinators initiate and coordinate Regional networks which take responsibility for detailed operations regionally, nationally and locally. Work at that level is based on specific concerns to the particular situations where such programmes are initiated.

In implementing this Programme, members of EDAN believe that all people with or without disabilities are created in the image of God and called to an inclusive community in which they are empowered to use their gifts.  This inclusive community of all the people of God are holy in Christ irrespective of the physical state of their bodies and level of psychological functioning.  Through the Holy Spirit, this inclusive community is called to repentance, transformation and renewal (Gen: 1:27 and II Cor: 5:17).

2. Background

The thirteen original members of the Ecumenical Disability Advocates Network (EDAN) held their very first consultation under the sponsorship of WCC in Nairobi, Kenya from 1st to 8th December 1999. These were drawn from Africa (Uganda, Madagascar, D.R. Congo, Ghana and Kenya), North America (USA), Caribbean (Jamaica), Latin America (Cuba), Europe (Hungary, Netherlands, Sweden), and Asia (Taiwan, South Korea). 

The purpose of that consultation was to set out parameters for furthering the disability agenda globally. This Nairobi Consultation was a landmark in the development of EDAN  from a mere concept to institutionalized operation. During that event, the  participants observed that People with disabilities have immense capacities that need to be shared to enrich the lives of God’s people world wide.  God is committed to the total well being of His people and calls us to a similar commitment to enhance their satisfaction and fight against those forces that discomfort human beings. This observation is the basis for EDAN   work. At the end of that seven days consultation, EDAN members agreed on all its operational structures, goals andobjectives.

3. Mission, Purpose and Goal
3.1. Mission: To support the work of individuals, churches and non-church organizations

       concerned with the issues affecting disabled people globally.

3.2. Purpose:  To advocate for a just and inclusive community by bringing in the 

network of people with disabilities as a distinctive ecumenical contribution to new 

models of being a church.

3.3 Goal: To maintain an active network of people with disabilities and to improve their situation by providing the space for their contributions and gifts to the ecumenical movement and the churches.

3.4. Objectives: Taking cognizance of the WCC vision on Disability work and the 

       objectives of EDAN as stated at its establishment in 1998, the network operates

        under the following objectives:  

3.4.1. To maintain the fellowship forged between diverse members of the 

WCC Assembly disability advisory group at the Harare 8th Assembly and to extend this fellowship to include other interests not so far represented.

3.4.2 To engage in theological reflection on the issue of disability which may 

provide a foundation on which the churches engagement may be secured.

3.4.3 To work with and advice WCC on its work and programs to improve the 

conditions affecting the disabled in the churches globally.

3.4.4 To deepen the process of co-operation with and among the churches,

 national ecumenical bodies and regional ecumenical organizations in respect 

to inclusion and full participation of people with disabilities in their ministry 

and mission.

3.4.5 To broaden the spectrum of inputs into the process of information

 gathering in support of disability concerns.

3.4.6 To take initiatives by expressing the willingness and capacities of the 

disabled to help further the disability agenda in the life of the church globally;

3.4.7 To analyze and address the relationship of disabilities to systematic

 violence, war, and human rights violations. 
4. REGIONAL  COORDINATORS

Africa:

Rev. Dr. Abraham Adu Berinyuu

Centre for Peace & Sustainable Democratic Culture

P.O. Box 1276 Tamale,

GHANA

Telfax: 233-71-22748

Email: alspcg@africaonline.com.gh
Asia:

Ying-Bo Joseph Tsai

4F, No.250, Chung-Hua

2nd Road, Kaohsiung

TAIWAN

Tel: (Off) 886-7-3122127 or 886-7-6226730

(Home): 886-7-3122128

Email: josephyb@ms26-hinet.net or disable@ms7.hinet.net
Europe:

Dr. Pal Gado

H-2081

PILISCISABA

Jozsef A, u.7-9

HUNGARY

Tel: +(3626)373-423 Ext. 13

Fax: +(3626) 575-591

Email: febe.bt@mail.datanet.hu
Latin America:

Rev. Noel Fernandez Collot,

Chicho Valdes 423,

Entre 3y4

Ciego de Avila,

65100 Cb,

CUBA

Telfax: 53-33-27129

Email: noelfer@hotmail.com
Pacific:

Ye Ja Lee

Korean Differently Abled Women’s United

Room 808A Christian Building

136-46 Yunchi-Dong

Chong Ro-Ku, Seoul 110-470

KOREA

Tel: (Office) 82-2-3675-9935

Home: 82-2-932-1081

Fax: 82-2-3675-9934

Email: Leeyeja@shinbiro.com
Caribbean:

Rev. Dr. Gordon Cowans

Knox College

P.O. Box 1735 Spalding

Clarendon

JAMAICA W.I.

Tel: 987 8015

Home: 987 8080

Phone/fax: 987 8045

Email: gcowans@cwjamaica.com or knoxcollege@cwjamaica.com
North America:

Rev. Kathy N. Reeves

405 South Euclid Avenue,

Oak park Illinois 60302

USA

Tel: (Office) 708 848 7360

Home: 708 386 6421

Fax: 708 848 7104

Email: sermonista@aol.com
Middle East:

Elie Samir RahbanyBatroun,

Street Stouch, Imm. Khalil

Saliba Nader, North Lebanon.

LEBANON

Email: e_rahbany@yahoo.com
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Rev. Kathy N. Reeves

405 South Euclid Avenue,

Oak park Illinois 60302

USA

Tel: (Office) 708 848 7360

Home: 708 386 6421

Fax: 708 848 7104

Email: sermonista@aol.com
Rev. Arne Fritzson

Svartriksslingan 94

16739 Bronna

SWEDEN

Telfax: 46 8 808189

Email arnef@algonet.se
Rev. Dr. Gordon Cowan

Knox College

P.O. Box 1735 Spalding

Clarendon

JAMAICA W.1.

Tel: 987 8015

Home: 987 8080

Phone/fax: 987 8045

Email. gwcowans@cwjamaica.com or knoxcollege@cwjamaica.com
Consultant

Samuel N. Kabue

EDAN

C/O National Council of Churches of Kenya

P.O. Box 45009

Nairobi

KENYA

Tel: 254 66 73403

Email: edan@africaonline.co.ke  or skabue@edan.or.ke
