Concept Note on advocating & Rehabilitation for inclusion of Persons with disabilities in, and access to, HIV programmes in Andhrapradesh.

People Despite an estimated number of 320,000 people with disabilities living with HIV in India, most programmes reach only a fraction of that figure, between 0-2%.  With 6% of the population not included in HIV programmes, is this too large a section of society to ignored 

HIV/AIDS has emerged as one of the important public health problems in recent years in Andhra Pradesh. Andhra Pradesh is one of the six high prevalent states and the only state with 1.6% prevalence of HIV infection among the ANC cases. Andhra Pradesh has the second highest number of HIV infections in India. The surveillance data for Andhra Pradesh clearly shows the spread of HIV infection from the high-risk groups to the general population. 

Poverty is recognized as a factor that significantly increases vulnerability to HIV.  Disability is a both a cause and consequence of poverty and people with disabilities are over-represented among the poorest of the poor.  Although figures are disputed, it is generally accepted that 6% of India’s population - 70 million people - have disabilities.

People with disabilities are a part of every social group.  People with disabilities do the same things as everyone else and are no more and no less sexually active than the general population.  People with disabilities marry.  Some migrate in search of work and some engage in.  Some women with disabilities live with men who practice high risk behavior.  Most organizations working on HIV have not thought to include people with disabilities in their programmes, or do not know how to do this.  IEC materials are provided on the assumption that they can be seen, heard and understood which makes them inaccessible to many people with disabilities.  Most disability organizations do not yet have HIV on their agenda, or do not know how to access this support.

According to WHO, 10% of the world’s population are disabled and this figure is increasing through population growth, medical advances and the ageing process.  The World Bank estimates that 20% of the poorest sections of society are people with disabilities and the UN that 82% of people with disabilities in developing countries live below the poverty line.  Poverty is recognized as a significant risk factor in vulnerability to HIV.

Nobody knows how many people with disabilities there are in India.  Estimates vary due to differing definitions of disability and questions over the reliability of sample surveys and the national census.  The 2001 census calculated that 1.9% of India’s population are disabled while the Disability Working Group for the 11th Five Year Plan (2007-2012) recommends 10% as a more realistic figure for planning purposes.  The most commonly accepted figure in India is 6% or 70 million people, giving India the largest number of people with disabilities in the world.

People with disabilities are part of every social group - class, caste, ethnicity, gender, religious, sexual orientation, etc., and in the context of HIV, are also found within every high risk and vulnerable group - sex workers and their clients, IDUs, MSM, orphans, prisoners, etc.

If 6% of the population is not being included in HIV programmes and services, the question is whether this is too large a section of society to be ignored and how this exclusion will ultimately impact upon efforts to slow the spread of HIV.

About Network of Persons with disability Organizations (NPdO)

The Network of Persons with disAbility Organization (NPdO) registered in 2002 by Govt. of Andhrapradesh  and FCRA by Govt. of India. Present NPdO working partner with APUSP of DFID supported programme, and partner with Action aid and Cord aid International organizations on Advocacy, Networking, Community based Rehabilitation programmes, for Disabled people Empowerment. The NPdO teams Executive, General Body all are persons with cross disability. The core team have been relentlessly working for securing of rights of persons with disabilities for the entire state of Andhra Pradesh. However they feel the need to carry out some work at the grassroots level and build a strong two-way network of PwDs top to bottom and bottom to top approach.  
The NPdO proposed to seeking support as below said programmes:

Identify the CBOs of People with disabilities for  capacity building trainings on HIV aids. Awareness, orientation, capacity building on STD and  HIV Aids  to CBOs. Council ling the cross disability persons who are identified HIV affected people. IEC material dissemination widerely for special needs people with disability like visually, hearing impaired persons. Collaborated activities with NGOs, Government, and likeminded CBOs on advocating for inclusion in, and access to, HIV programmes . House to house dissemination who are severe disabled people not able to move from their houses. 

Specially Focussing on Medical, Socio, Economic, rehabilitation services to the HIV effected people and People with disabled who are HIV effected.

Orientation programmes  on sexual health and appropriate behavior for people with disabilities with all types of impairments and provide access information like in Braille, tape records, CDs, Pictorial materials etc.  To create great awareness on people with disability, their parents and local community by the Cultural campaigns, wall writings, small gathering and parents groups meetings etc.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Note: This concept note prepared with source of  the Study repot “THE EXCLUSION OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES FROM HIV PROGRAMMES IN INDIA”  by DFID.  We the NPdO is also participated in the study process.

